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English Language Arts encompasses the experience, study, and appreciation of language, literature, and communication.  It involves reading, writing, speaking, listening, and other ways of representing language.  

Language is all around us in many different contexts.  It is used to communicate, to learn, to reflect, to explore, and to respond.  The approach is cross-curricular in that making connections and developing abilities across the subject areas will help students become life long learners.
Assessment

Assessment is an integral part of the learning process.  Assessment is the process of gathering, from a variety of sources, information that accurately reflects how well a student is achieving the learning outcomes in a subject.

A).  Formative assessment is to show growth over time, determine student needs, plan next steps in instruction, and to provide students with descriptive feedback.

B).   Summative assessment is to determine the extent to which learning has occurred for students.

Evaluation is the process of analyzing, reflecting upon, and summarizing assessment information and making judgments and/or decisions based on the information gathered.

FORMAL ASSESSMENT:

Students will be assessed according to the following strands:  Speaking and Listening, Reading and Viewing, and Writing and Representing.
The Grade 7 Language Arts Curriculum is broken down into three main  strands– 

	Speaking and Listening (20% per term)
	Reading and Viewing (40% per term)
	Writing and Representing (40% per term)

	* students will use oral language to learn

* students will communicate using clear oral communication

* students will interact with sensitivity and respect
	* students will read widely and with understanding

* students will learn to conduct research

* students will respond personally

* students will read critically


	* students will use many kinds of writing to think and learn

* students will create a variety of texts

* students will produce clear and effective writing and other representations




Students will be given multiple opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge, skills, and attitudes.  Assessment strategies will include but are not be limited to:

1. Formal and informal observation (all strands)
2. Checklists (all strands)
3. Portfolio work (RVand WR)
4. Test and Quizzes (RVand WR)
5. Peer and Self evaluation (all strands)
6. Rubrics (all strands)
7. Debates, presentations and performances (SL)
8. In class assignments (all strands)

 Areas of Focus for ELA 7
1. Writing, including journals, news reports, short stories, opinion pieces, paragraphs and essays.
2. Fiction and non fiction analysis (short stories, novels, poetry, articles, biographies, etc.) focusing on text features, structures and devices.

3. Media, including current events and technologies, and bias.
4. Reading strategies, independent reading and research.

5. Small group discussions and observations, individual and group presentations.

Communication Methods: 

The instructor will use many methods to communicate learning with both students and guardians, which include: Power School Grade book, telephone calls, webpage updates, emails, report cards and/or communication logs.  

MRHS will be hosting Curriculum Night on September 17, 2015.  Parent teacher interviews are also scheduled on November 26, 2015 from 1:30 to 3:30 pm, and again on December 3, 2015 from 6:30 to 8:80 pm. 

Absences
“Regular” class day – You are responsible for collecting any work, notes, or assignments upon your return and reviewing them independently or with a peer.  If needed, you should then attend extra help that day at lunch time. 
 
Assessment days (tests, presentations) If unavoidable, notify the school as usual and be prepared to complete the task immediately upon your return. 
 
Assignments – Leave me a voice mail or send an email to let me know that you will not be in, and whenever possible email the assignment to me.  Upon your return submit a hard copy of the work. 
 
Late assignments will not be accepted after a summative event has been held, depending on the circumstance.  If an extension is needed, it may be granted only if requested PRIOR TO the due date.  
Materials Needed

· Organized binder/duotang
· Lined paper

· Pen or pencil

· Eraser and ruler

· Post-it Notes

· Novel

· Colored pencils or markers

