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The Atlantic Canada English language arts curriculum is shaped by the vision of enabling and encouraging students to become reflective, articulate, literate individuals who use language successfully for learning and communicating bith personally and publicly. This curriculum is based on the idea that learning experiences in English language arts should:

• help students to develop language fluency not only in school, but in their lives in the wider world, and

• contribute toward students’ achievement of the essential graduation learnings.

For further explanation, the following terms are used in this course outline: 
Assessment is the process of gathering, from a variety of sources, information that accurately reflects how well a student is achieving the learning outcomes in a subject.

A).  Formative assessment is to show growth over time, determine student needs, plan next steps in instruction, and to provide students with descriptive feedback.

B).   Summative assessment is to determine the extent to which learning has occurred for students.

Evaluation is the process of analyzing, reflecting upon, and summarizing assessment information and making judgements and/or decisions based on the information gathered.

Students will be given multiple opportunities to demonstrate their ability to meet the outcomes. 
Communication tools:  

The instructor will use many methods to communicate learning with both students and guardians, which include: Power School Grade book, telephone calls, webpage updates, emails, report cards and/or communication logs.  

MRHS will be hosting Curriculum Night on September 17, 2015.  Parent teacher interviews are also scheduled on November 26, 2015 from 1:30 to 3:30 pm, and again on December 3, 2015 from 6:30 to 8:80 pm. 

 COURSE CONTENT AND STUDENT EVALUATION - ENGLISH 10-12
 
The course mark is based on a balanced assessment of the following ways in which students demonstrate achievement of course outcomes. 
	Total semester course work will be given a mark out of 100%, which equals 80% of the final grade.  The final exam will account for the remaining 20%.


The semester course work is assessed as follows:
 
	 
	Learning Outcomes
	Learning Activities
	Assessment
	Percentage

	Speaking and Listening
	GCO 1: Students will be expected to speak and listen to explore, extend, clarify, and reflect on their thoughts, ideas, feelings, and experiences.

 
	• small-group discussion

• informal debate

• oral presentations

 

 

 
	Formative
• small group discussions

• self-assessment 

• peer assessment 

• post-event discussion

 
Summative
• debate

• group presentation

• individual presentation

 

Reflection
• learning-log 
	20%
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	
	GCO 2: Students will be expected to communicate information and ideas effectively and clearly, and to respond personally and critically.

 
	• small-group discussions

• debates

• oral presentations

• seminars

• re-enactments

 
	
	

	
	GCO 3: Students will be expected to interact with sensitivity and respect, considering the situation, audience, and purpose.
 
	• examine different models of oral language communication

• small-group discussions

• informal debates

• oral presentations

• seminars

 
	
	

	Reading and Viewing
	GCO 4: Students will be expected to select, read, and view with understanding a range of literature, information, media, and visual texts.
 
 
	• engage extensively in self-selected reading

• talk and write about reading and viewing experiences

• question texts 

• make connections 

• explore how and why readers and viewers construct different

meanings from the same text

• discussion groups

• listen to the teacher read aloud 

 
	Formative
• booktalks, with conversation and observations
• reading journal, with conversation and observations
 

Summative
• tests / quizzes

• research project

• essay, with rubrics
 

Independent Reading
• portfolio, with rubrics
• reading journal, with rubrics
 

 

 
	40%
 

 

 

	
	GCO 5: Students will be expected to interpret, select, and combine information using a variety of strategies, resources, and technologies.
 
 
	• read a variety of print texts

• view visual and media texts

• develop strategies for collecting and processing information

• note taking

• paraphrase and summarize

 
	
	

	
	GCO 6: Students will be expected to respond personally to a range of texts.
	• respond to reading and viewing in personal and reflective ways

• small-group discussions
	
	

	
	GCO 7: Students will be expected to respond critically to a range of texts, applying their understanding of language, form, and genre.
 
	• deconstruct texts examining choices made in their creation, the values and beliefs they reflect, and their contexts

 
	
	

	Writing and Representing
	GCO 8: Students will be expected to use writing and other ways of representing to explore, clarify, and reflect on their thoughts, feelings, experiences, and learnings; and to use their imagination.
 
	• expressive writing

• free writes

• marginal notations

• reading journal entries

 
	Formative
• writing journal
Note taking

Drafts

Self and peer assessment

 

Summative
• Letters/opinion pieces, 
• essays (persuasive, narrative, research, etc).
 

Creative Expression
• Writers notebook/portfolio

 
	40%

	
	GCO 9: Students will be expected to create texts collaboratively and independently, using a variety of forms for a range of audiences and purposes.
 
	• paragraphs 
• letters
• narratives 
• reviews 
• scripts / storyboards
• news / sport / weather reports 
• flier / ad design
 
	
	

	
	GCO 10: Students will be expected to use a range of strategies to develop effective writing and other ways of representing and to enhance their clarity, precision, and effectiveness.
 
	• generate several drafts of a piece of writing
• refining, editing and proofreading 
• experiment with sentence length and construction
• use print and electronic aids to proofread
• use audio / visual technology to communicate a message / feeling
• generate text for the purpose of a listening audience
 
	
	


Perhaps the most important thing a student can have to ensure success in English 12 is the desire to learn.  Therefore, students are responsible for the following:
·  showing respect at all times to the teacher and all members of the class 

·  showing up for class with the required resources, ready to participate to the fullest of their ability. 

·  attending all classes, and on time. 

·  cooperating with the teacher, group members and other classmates. 

·  producing good quality work. 

·  keeping up with reading and other assignments. 

·  participating in group and class discussions. 

·  contributing to the overall learning environment. 

·  being self-reflective about learning.         
·  meeting with the teacher to discuss any issues/problems/concerns before they become a serious issue. 

·  taking advantage of extra help opportunities. 

· doing your own work. Plagiarism is NOT accepted 

 
 
Absences
“Regular” class day – You are responsible for collecting any work, notes, or assignments upon your return and reviewing them independently or with a peer.  If needed, you should then attend extra help that day at lunch time. 
 
Assessment days (tests, presentations) – You really need to be present on these days! If unavoidable, notify the school as usual and be prepared to complete the task immediately upon your return. 
 
Assignments – If possible, leave me a voice mail or send an email to let me know that you will not be in, and whenever possible email the assignment to me.  Upon your return, submit a hard copy of the work. 
 
Late assignments will not be accepted after a summative event has been held, depending on the circumstance.  If an extension is needed, it may be granted only if requested PRIOR TO the due date.  
 
Extra help is available most days 
 
Course Supplies: 
 
· 3-ringed binder with dividers 

· loose leaf 

· pens, pencils 

· highlighters and post-it notes

· Current text being studied 

· Independent novel 

 
 
